
Meetings with a 
difference

Tallinn
Tallinn is Estonia’s capital, and with a population of 

just over 400,000, it’s by far the nation’s largest city. It 

offers the widest choice of accommodation, conference 

venues, activities and incentives. Because it’s home to 

the largest airport, Tallinn is also the easiest to reach for 

most international travellers.

It’s best known for its stunning Old Town, a Medieval 

neighbourhood of cobblestone lanes, gabled houses, 

Gothic churches and charming squares. The area, which 

is all neatly packed within a mostly-intact defensive wall, 
was built up from the 13th to 16th centuries and is now 

listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Its highlights 

include picturesque Town Hall Square, home to the 

Gothic-era Town Hall and Europe´s oldest working 
pharmacy (open since 1422), and St. Olav’s Church, once 
the world’s tallest building. Far from being a museum 

piece, the Old Town is the heart of Tallinn’s dining and 

social scene and home to some unforgettable, Medieval-

themed restaurants. Several incentive programmes use 

Old Town as their locale, offering the chance to see 

historic buildings from the inside. 

The compact layout of the city makes distances 

conveniently short. Not only is the airport just 10 

minutes away from the city centre, nearly all sights, 

hotels, conference venues and restaurants are within 

easy walking distance of each other. 

Thanks to the city’s rapid development as a travel 

destination, it’s now home to dozens of new, top-

quality, business-class hotels, most opened within the 

last five years. Their conference facilities offer the latest 

in comfort and technical capability. A good mix of 3- 

to 5-star hotels can be found in the downtown area, 

providing excellent access to the larger, city-centre 
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conference venues. Tallinn’s Old Town is also known for 

its high-class boutique hotels, many built into exquisitely 

renovated 14th- and 15th-century merchant houses. 

In 2011, Tallinn will hold the title of European Capital of 
Culture. All eyes will be on Estonia during this banner 

year, and a long list of special exhibitions and 

performances for the occasion is in the works. 

Getting to Tallinn Most major 

European cities are less than two 

hours away by air. The Lennart 

Meri Tallinn Airport is located 

just 5 km from Tallinn’s 

city centre.



TOWN HALL Built in 1404 right next to the marketplace 

in the heart of Tallinn, the Town Hall has been witness 

to over 700 years of the city’s trade and social activity. 

It remains the most important representational building 

in town and it is the only surviving Gothic-style town 

hall in Northern Europe. As the city government´s 

ceremonial building, the Town Hall is used for official 

receptions and concerts. It can accommodate up to 120 

persons. 

THE HOUSE OF THE BROTHERHOOD OF BLACK 
HEADS, an elaborate, centuries-old guild hall, boasts 

some of the most stunning architecture in Tallinn’s Old 

Town. In Medieval times this building was the home of 

one of Tallinn’s wealthiest merchant guilds. The most 

prized – and most spectacular – rooms in the building are 

the White Hall (1532), which was the first Renaissance-

style hall in Tallinn, and the two-naved, Gothic-style 

St. Olaf’s Hall. The House of the Brotherhood of Black 

Heads is nearly the only preserved Renaissance building 

in Tallinn. Capacity: 260 – 300 persons. 

OLDE HANSA MEDIEVAL RESTAURANT Situated in 

a Medieval merchant’s house just off Tallinn’s Town 

Hall Square, Olde Hansa serves Medieval cuisine in 

a Medieval setting. The interior is dark and entirely 

candle-lit, with hand-painted murals and waiters and 

waitresses wearing Medieval costume. The restaurant 

creates an amazing dining experience, with eating and 

drinking happening just as they did in the Middle Ages. 

Special feasts and Medieval ceremonies can easily be 

organised for any group. Capacity: 180 – 200 persons. 

TEACHERS’ HOUSE The Tallinn Teachers’ House stands 

on Town Hall Square, right in the centre of the city’s 

Old Town. It was first mentioned in historical records as 

early as 1333, but its current layout dates back to the 

1830s when it served as an officers’ club and casino. 

Its combination of unique historical interior and modern 

technical solutions makes it the perfect setting for a 

successful event. The rooms are suitable for conferences, 

gala-dinners, smaller seminars and receptions. Capacity: 

200 – 305 persons.

ESTONIAN NATIONAL OPERA AND ESTONIA CONCERT 
HALL The nation´s main stage for opera and ballet can 

be found in the grand, historic Estonia Theatre building 

in the very centre of Tallinn. The majestic theatre and 
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concert building was inaugurated in 1913 and renovated 

in 2006. The venue is often used for conferences, 

intimate chamber events and gala events. Capacity: 

800 persons.

KUMU ART MUSEUM is the new building of the Art 

Museum of Estonia, where permanent exhibitions 

of Estonian art, as well as exhibitions of national and 

international contemporary art, are shown. Opened in 

2006, the building is also a sprawling, high-tech cultural 

centre that hosts everything from film showings to 

official state receptions. The KUMU was voted European 

Museum of the Year in 2008. Capacity: 500 persons.

KADRIORG PALACE You can hardly find a more bourgeois 

location for an event than this fabulous palace, a stunning 

summer residence built by Tsar Peter the Great in 1718 for 

his empress, Catherine. Designed by the Italian architect 

Niccolo Michetti, the building was inspired by Italian villas 

and stands as one of the finest examples of Baroque 

architecture in Northern Europe. It is said that the tsar 

himself laid the first foundation stones. Currently, the 

palace houses the foreign art collection of the Estonian 

Art Museum. Capacity: 150 persons.
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THE TALLINN SONG FESTIVAL GROUNDS The Tallinn 

Song Festival Grounds is a place of pivotal importance 

to Estonian culture. Not only was this the centre of the 

nation’s 1980s independence movement, it’s also home to 

the National Song Festival, an event held every five years 

where people from all over the country gather to listen to 

a choir of more than 30,000 singers. The newly renovated 

rooms in its unique Song Arch frequently play host to 

banquets, conferences, exhibitions and concerts. The 

area’s layout makes it ideal for combining entertainment 

with educational and professional events, and its 42 m 

Light Tower has a magnificent view of the bay and the 

city as a whole. Capacity: 350 – 1,000 persons.

The Ruins of Pirita Monastery

THE RUINS OF PIRITA MONASTERY The mysterious 

ruins of this 15th-century monastery will provide an 

unforgettable backdrop to any event. The towering 

Gothic gable and walls of the main hall can be covered 

by a tent to provide shelter. Capacity: 450 persons.

THE FLORAL PAVILION Nestled on a beautiful hillside 

overlooking Tallinn Bay, the Floral Pavilion is considered 

one of the most striking examples of organic architecture 

in Estonia. Its impressive, yet cosy, main hall is decorated



with nearly-hundred-year-old palm trees and other 

exotic plants. The hall’s large, glass windows provide 

a remarkable view of the sea. Capacity: 400 persons; 

seated at tables: 250 persons.

TALLINN AIRPORT OLD TERMINAL One of the city’s 

quirkier event venues is the historic airport terminal, 

which stands next to its modern counterpart. The 

historic interior can be set up with furniture and technical 

equipment as required. The terminal offers a Main Hall 

that can accommodate up to 200 persons.
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ESTONIAN OPEN AIR MUSEUM This museum lets you 

travel back in time to the rural Estonia of old. The vast, 

forested park is filled with thatched, 18-20th-century 

farm buildings, windmills, a wooden chapel and a 

village school, with staff demonstrating how people 

lived and worked in times past. It’s a perfect place for 

any national-style event. The museum is located in a 

lovely, well-maintained forest park on a high sandstone 

bank on Kopli Bay, just 15 minutes drive from the center 

of Tallinn.
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